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[APOLOGY 


FOR 


\C 


THE 


hurch of England, 


With relation to the Spirit of 


PERSECUTION: 
For which She is Accuſed. 


I. N E ſhovld think, that the 
Behaviour of the Englifb Cler- 
fy for (ome years paſt, and 
the preſent ' Circumſtances in 

which they are, ſhould ſet them beyond 

$/ander, and by conſequence above Aps- 
logies ; yet fince the Malice of her Ene- 
mies work againſt her with fo much 

Spight , and fince- there is no infinuation 


that carries ſo niwch Malice in it, and' 


that ſeems to have fuch colours of Truth 
on it, as this of their having fer on a fe- 
vere Perſecution againit the Diſſenters, of 
* being {till ſowr'd with that Leven, and of 
carrying the ſame implacabte hatred to 
them, which-the preſear Reputation that 
they have gained, may pur them in a 
farther capacity of executing, if another 
revolution of Aﬀairs ſhould again givethem 
Authority to ſet about it ; ir ſeems nece(- 
ſary to examine -it, and@har the rather, 
becauſe ſome aggravate this ſo far, as if 
nothing were now to be fo much dreaded 
as the Church of England's getting out of 
ker prefenr diltreſs. 

1. If theſe Impurations were charge1 


on us only by thoſe of the Church of Romie, 
we ſhould not much wonder ar it, for tho 
it argues a good degree of Confidence, for 
any of that Communion to declaim againft 
the Severities that have been put in-prac- 
tice among us, fince their lie#le finger muſt 
be heavier than ever our teins were, and to 
whoſe Scorpions our Rods onght not tobe 
compared ; yet after all, weare ſo much 
accuſtomed to their methods, that nothing 
from thear can ſurpriſe us. To hear P«4- 
fiſts declare again{t Perſecution, and Jeſuits 
cry up Liberty of Conſcience, are, we con- 
feſs, unuſual things: yet there are ſome 
degrees of ſhame, over which when people 
are once paſlled, all things become ſo fami- 
liar to them, that they can no' more be pur 
out of countenance. But it ſeems very 
frange to us, that ſome, whoif they are 
to be believed, are itrict to the ſevereſt 
forms and. tub-divifions of the Reformed 
Religion, and that who ſome years ago were 
jealous of the ſmallelt fteps that the Cawrs 
made, when the danger was more remote 3 
#nd who cried out Popery and Perſecution, 
whea the Delign was {ſo mazkt that ſome 

EN well- 


well-meaning men could not miſs being de- 
ceived by the Promiſes that were made,and 
the Diſguiſes that were put on ; that, I ſay, 


theſe very perfons who were formerly fo- 


diftruſtfal, ſhould now when the Mask is 
laid off, and the Defign is avowed, of a ſud- 
dengrow fo be ſo believing, asto throw off 
all diſtruſt,and be ſo gulied as ro betrayall; 
and expoſe us to the Rage of thoſe, who 
\ muſt needs give ſome good words, ti!l they 

have gone the, raund, and tried-how effe- 

Etually they can divide and deceive us, that 
fo they may deſtroy us the more eakily.; this 

is indeed ſomewhat extraordinary. They 

are not ſo ignorant as not to know, that 
Popery cannot change its nature, and that 

Erue!tyand.Breach of Faith to Hereticgg, aie 

as neceſlary parts of that Religion, as Tran- 

ſubſtantiation and the Popes Supremacy are.If 
Papiſts were not Fools,they mult give good 

Words andfaic Promiles, till by theſe they 

have ſo far deluded the poor credulous He- 

reticks, that they may put themſelves in a 

poſture to- execute the Decrees of their 

Church againit them: and tho we accuſe 

that Religion as guilty both of Crre/tzy and 
Treachery,yet we do not think em: Fools.: (0 

till cheir parry is ſtronger than God be 
thankedit 1s at preſent,zthey can take no other 
method than thatthey take. The Church of 
En7/and was the Word among. them ſome 
years ago, Liberty-of Canſcience is the Word 
at preſent; and we have zll poflible reaſon 
to aſſure v3, that the promiſes for maintain- 
ing the one; will be as religiouſly kept as 
we ſee 'tho(z are which were lately mage 

with ſo zreat profuſion of. Proteſtations, 

and ſhews of Fricudihip for the ſupporting 

of the other. 

ITE. It were great Injuſtice to charge all 
the Diſſenters with the Impertinencies that 
have appeared in many Addreſſes of late, or 
ro -take our.meaſares of them,from the Im- 
pudent ftrains of an A4!/opar a Care, or from 
the more Important and now-more viſible 
Keps that fome among them, of a higher 
form, are every day. making ;- anchyet after 
all this, it cannot be denied but the feve- 
ral bodies of the Diſſenters have behaved” 
themſelves of late like men that underſtand 
190 well the true Iatere!t of the Prozeſtans. 
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Religion, and of the Engliſh Government, to: 
ſacritice the whole and themſelves in Con- 
cluſfion to their private reſentments: I hope 
the ſame juſtice will be allowed me in {ta- 
ting the matter relating tothe fo inuch de- 
cried Perſecution, fet on by the Ch. of Eng. 
and that I may be ſuffered todittinguiſh the 
heats of ſome angry and deluded men, 
from the Doctrine of the Church. and the 
practices that have been authoriſed in it ; 
that ſo I-may. ſhew, that there is no reaton 
to infer. from pait Errors, that we are in- 
curable ;- or rhat new Opportunities invi- 
fing us again into the ſame ſeverities, are 
like to prevail over vs to commit the ſame 
follies over agam. I will firſt ſlate what is 


paſt, with the fincerity that becomes one © 


that would nor lye for God 5 that is, not a- 
fraid nor aſhamed to confeſs faults, that 
will neither agrravate nor extenuate them 
beyond what is juſt; and that yet will avoid 
the ſaying any thing that may give any 
cauſe of offence to any party in the Nation. 
IV. I amforcy that 1 mutt conte(s, that 
all the parties among us, have ſhewed, that 
as their turn came-to be uppermoſt, they 
have forgot the ſame Principles of Modera. 
tion and Liberty which: they all claimed 
when they were. opprefled, If it ſhould 
fhew too much ill nature toexamine what 
the Presbytery did in Scotland when the Co- 
venant Was in Dominion, or what the Inde- 


pedents have done in New-England; why 


may not I claim the ſame priviledge with 
relation-to the Charch'of England, if feveri- 
ties have been committed by her while ſhe 
bore rule? Yet it were as eaheas it would 
be invidious ro ſhew, tht both Presbyte- 
rians and Independents. have carried the 
principle of Rigour in the point of Conſci- 
ence .much-higher, and have ated more 
implacably upon it rhan ever the Church of 
E:2/and has done, evenin its angrieſt fits ; 
ſo that none of them can much-reproach 
auother for their-exceſſes in thoſe matters. 
And as of all.the Relzgionsin the world the 
Church of Rome the molt perſecuring,and the 
moſt bound by. her Principles to be unal- 
terably Cruet ; fo the Church of England is 
the leaſt perſecuting in her principles, and 
the leaſt obliged to repeat any errors to 
which 
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which the intrig1es of Courts or the pa{li- 
ons incident to all parties may have enga- 
ged her, of any National Church in Europe. 
It cannot be ſaid'to be any part of our, Do- 
&tiine, when we came out of one: of the 
blackeft perſecutions thatis inHiltory,I mean 
Q Mares, we ſheived how little wererain- 
ed of the Cruelty of that Church, which 
had provoked us. fo ſeverely 5 when not 
only no Enquiries were made into the ille- 


gal acts-of Fury, that were commitred-in 


taat pe-ſecating Reizn, but even the Per- 
ſecurors themſelves lived among us at eaſe 
and in peace; and no Penal Lair was made 
except againſt publick exerciſe of that Re- 
ligion, till a great many Rebelions and Trea- 
fons exrorted them from us for. our own 
preſervation. This is an Inſtance of the 
Ciemency of our Citurch-, that perhaps 
cannot be matched-in Hilitory ; and' why 
ſhould it not be ſuppoſed, that if God 
ſhould again put us in the ſtate in which 
we were of late, that we ſhou!d rather imi- 
tate ſo Noble a pattein, than return to thoſe 
miſtakes of which we are now aſh7zm2d ? 

V. Itis to be confideced, that upon the 
late Kings Reſtanration, the remembrance 
of the former ar, the ill Uſage that our 
Clergy had met wirh in their Sequeſtrarons, 
the angry Reſentments of ths Cavaliey- 
party, who were ruined by the Tar, the 
Interzft of the Coutt to have all thoſe prin- 
cip:ez condemned, that had occationed ir, 
the heat that all Parties that have been 11! 


but above all, the practices of thoſe who 
have ſtill blown the Coals, and fer us one 
againſt another, thar ſo they might not 
only kave a divided force to deal with, 
but might by turns make the Drviſins 
among. us ſerve their Ends: 2ll theſe, 
I ſay, concurred to make us loſe the happy 
opporcunity that was offer'd in the Year 
1660. to have healed all our Diviſions, 
and to have triumphed over all the Diſen- 
ters; not by ruining /them, but by over- 
coming them with a ſpirit of Love and 
Geneleneſs ; which is the only Victory that 
a generous and Ciriſtian temper can de- 
fire. In ſhort, unhappy Councils were fol- 
lowed, and (:veral Laws were made, But 
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uſed are apt to fa!l into up5n a Revolution ;.- 


after al, it was'the Court-party that carried 
it for rougher methods: ſonie confider- 
ble Accidents, nor neceſlary to be here 
mentioned, as they ſtopped the ' movths 
of ſome that had formed a wiſer Project, 
ſo they gave a fatal Adyantage to angry 
and crafty men, that to our misfortune, 
had too great a ſtroak in the condudt of 
our Afﬀairs at that time. This Spirit of 
Severity was heightned by the Pradtices 
of the Papiſts, who engaged the late King 
in Dondheber, 1662. to give a Declaration 
for Liberty of CO Thoſe who knew 
the (ſecret of his Religion, avthey ſaw that 
it aimed at the introdaGtion to Pope | © 
they thought there was no way ſo e <Aaal, 
for the keeping out of Popery,as the qain- 
taining the Vniformiry, and the ſuppreing 
of all deftgns for a Tolcrtion. But. while © 
thoſe who managed this, uſe1 a due re- 
ſerve, in nortdiſcovering the ſecret motive 
that led them to it, and others flew 'into 
ſeverity, as the principle in vogue : and 
thus all the flacknings of the rigour of the 
Laws, during the firlt Burch War, that were 
ſet on upon the pretence of quieting rhe 
Nation, and of encouraging Trade,were re- 
fi ted by the Inſtruments of an honeſt Mz- 
niſter of State, who knew as well then, as 
we do now, what lay itil! at battom, when - 
Liberty of Cenſcience, was pretended. . 
VI. Upon thar Miniſters Difgrace, ſome, 
that ſaw but the half of the Srcrer, percei- 
ving in the Con:t a great inclination to To-, 
leration, and being willing to take meaſures 
quite different from thole of the former 
Miniſtry, they entred into a treaty for a 
Comprenenſion of ſom? Diſſenters,and the To= 
lerating of others, and ſome B:ſhops and Cler-, 
gymen, that were infeciour.to none of the. 
Age in Which they lived, for true Worth 
and a. right Judgment of things, engaged 
fo far, and with ſo much ſucceſs into thiz 
project, that the matter ſeemed done, all 
things being concerted among ſot:ie of the 
moſt conſiderable men of the differend 
Parties, But the diflike of that Mzniſtry, 
and the Jealouhe of the ill defizns of the 
Court, gave ſo ſtro.ig a prejudice againtt 
this, that the propo{1:ion conld not-be fo 
much as hearkned unto by the Houte of 
A2 Com- 


(.4.) 


Commons: and then it appeared how 
much the whole Popiſb Party was alarm'd 
at the Project: it is wel} known with how 
much Deteſtation they ſpeak of it to this 
Uay : tho we are now (o fully ſatisfied of 
their Intentions to deſtroy us, that the 
zeal Which they pretended for us, in 
oppoſing that+ deſign, can- no more -palſs 
upon" us, 

VIL At laft, in rhe Year 1672. the 
deſign for P diſcovering it (elf, the 
end that the Cowre had in favouring a To- 
Jeration 'becatne more viſtble : and when 
the Parliament met, that condemned the 
Declaration for Liberty of Conſcierce, the 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, that 
either were Drſſenters, or that favoured 
them, behaved themſelves (o worthily in 
concurring with rhe Church of England, for 
ſtifling that Tolerarior,, choofing rathec to 
loſe the benefit of it, th:zn to open a 
breach at which Pepery ſhould come in, 
that many of the members that were for 
the Church of England, promiſed to pro- 
cure them a bill of Eaſe for Proteſtant Di/- 
ſenters. But the Seſſion was not long enough 
for bringing that to perfection ; and all the 
Seffions of that Parlament af;er thaf, were 
ſpent in ſuch a continual ſtruggle between 
the Carre and Countrey Party, that there 
was never room given for calm and wiie 
Conſulrarions: yet tho the Party. of -the 
Church of England did nct perform what 
tad teen promiſed by ſome Leading men 
to the Diſſenters, there wav little or nothing 
done againft . them, after that, til the 
Year 1681. ſo that for about nine years 
together they had their Meetings almoit 
as publickly and as regularly as the Church 
of England hd their Churches, and in all 
that tune, whatſoever particular hardſhips 
any of them might have met with is ſome 
corners of ' England, it cannot be denied 
but they bad the free Exerciſe of their Re- 
* lipion, at leaſt in moſt parts, 

HL. In the year 1678. things began to 
change thcir face; it is known, that ppon 
the breaking. out of the popiſh plor, the 
Clergy did Univerſally expreſs a great defire 
for c<ming to ſome temper in the points 
of Confermity: all forts aud ranks of the 


Clergy ſeemed to be- ſo well diſpofed to- 
wards it, that if it had met with a ſutable 
entertainment , . matters might probably 
have been in a greater meaſure compoſed. 
But the Jealouſfie that thoſe who managed 
the Civil concerns of the. Nation in the 
Houſe of Commons,took off all that was done 
at Court, or propoſed by it, occafioned a 
fatal breach in our publick Councils : .in 
which divifion the Clergy by their princi- 
ples, and intereſts, and their diſpeſition 
ro believe well of the Cours were deter- 
mined to be of the Kings fide. They 
thought” it was a fin to miltiuit the !ate 
King FFord, who aſſured them of his ftea- 
dineſs ro the Proteſtant Religion (0 often, 
that they firmly depended on it : and his 
preſent Majefty gave them fo many Afſur- 
ances of his mantaixing ftill the Chureh of 
England, that they believed him likewiſe: 
ar:d ſo thought rhat the Excluſion of him 
from the Crown, was a degree of rigour 
ro which they in Conſcience could not con- 
ſent : upon which they were generally cri- 
ed out on, asthe Betrayers of the Nation, 
and of the Prozeſtant Religion: Thole who 
demanded the Excl#fion, and ſore other ſe. 
curities, to Which the B:ſbops would not 
conſent in Parliament, locked on them as 
the chief hindrance that was in their way : 
and the. Licenſe of the Preſs at that time 
was ſuch, that many Libels and ſame {ec- 
vere Diſcourſes were publiſhed againſt 
them. Nor can it be denied, that many 
Churchmen, who underſtood not the prin- 
ciples of Humane Society, and the rules 
ot our Government, ſo well as other points 
of Divinity, writ ſeveral Ticatiſes con. 
cerning the mca{ures of ſubmiſſion, thar 
were then as much cenſured, as their per- 
formances fince againſt Pepery have Leen 
deſerved'y admired. All rhis gave ſuch- a 
Jealouſfie of them to the Nation, that it 
meait be confeſſed, that the Spirit which 
wasthen in fermentation went very high 
againſt the Church of Eng'/and, as a Conie- 
derate, at leaſt, to Popery and Tyranny, 
Nor were ſeveral of the Nonconformiſts 
wanting to inflame this diſlike ; all feciet 
propoſitions for accommodating ovc differ- 
ences were {@ coidly entertained, that they 

were 


- 
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were ſcarce hearkned unto, The Propo- 
'fitions which an Eminent Diome.made even 
in his Books writ againft Se on, ſhewed 
that while we maintained- the War in the 
way of diſpute, yet we-were ftill willing 
to Treat: tur thi: Grear May made not 
thoſe advances towards tnem without con- 
ſulting with his S11eriours. - Yet we were 
then tatally given up to a ſpirit of Diffen- 
tion: and tao the Parliament in' 1680, 
"entred upon a project for +healing/ our 
' differences, in' which ' great ſteps were 
made to the removing of all the occafions 
of our Conteſts; the Leaders'of the Diſſen- 
ters, to the amaiement of all perfongs, made 
no account of this': 'and even ſeemed 
uneafie ar it, of which the Earl of Norting- 
ham and Sir Thomas Clarges, that ſet on 
that Bill with much. zeal, can give-a more 
particular accounts All theſe things con- 
curred to make thoſe of the Church of 
Fnoland conclude, 4 little: too raſhly, that 
the:r ruin was reſolved on.; and then it 
was no wonderif the ſpirit of a Party, the 
remembrance of rhe /aft War, the preſent 
-proſpe&t of Danger, and above all, the 
great favour that was ſhewed them at 
- Corrt, threw them faraly into ſome angry 
and Violent Counſels; (clf-preſervation is 
very natural; and it is piain, that many of 
them took that to be the' Caſe, fo that 
truly ſpacking, it was not o much at firſt 
a ſpirit of Perſecution, as a defice of Gdif- 
ablhing thoſe who they beheved intended to 
ruin them from effe ing their deſigns, thar 
fet them on to all thoſe 9nhappy things that 
followed, They were anunated to all 
they did by the conrrirued earneſtneſs of 
the King and Duke, and of their M:n:ſters. 
That Repreach of Juſtice , and of the 
profeiſion of the Law, who is now 1o 
kizh, was finzled out for no other end, bur 
t) 5e their Common Hangman over England; 
of whom the late K/ng gave this true cha- 
rater, That he had neither Wit, Law, nor 
Common Sene; b:t that he had the Impu- 
a, donce of ten carte} Whores imbim. Another 
Buffon, vas hue to plague the Nation 
with three or four Papers a week, which 
to the Reproach or tiie' Age in Which we 
live, had but tuv gicat and too general an 


perſon: and when the C/ 


4n many parts of 
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effect, for poyſoning the ſpirits of the 

y. But thoſe who knew how all this 
was managed, ſaw that it was not only (ct 
on, but ftill kept up by the Coure. If any 
of the Clergy had but preached a word for 
moderation, he had a chiding (ent him 
preſently fiom the Court, and he was 
from that day marked out as a diſaffefled 
of London did 
very worthily refuſe to give Informations 
again(t their. Pariſhioners that had nor 
always Conformep, the deſign having been 
form'd, upon that:to bring themiinto the 
Spiritual Gourts, and Excommunicate them, 
and make them loſe their right of Voreny, 
that ſo the Charter of London might have 
been delivered up when fo many ,Citzxeys 


-were by ſuch means ſhut out of the'Com- 
wor-Council'; we remember well how (e- 


verely they were Cenfured © for this,” by 


-fome that are now dead, and others thyt 


are yet alive. I will not go farther into 
this marrer : I will not deny but mary of 
the Diſſenters were put to great bardſhip*, 
land. I] cannot Ueny 
it, and I am ſure 1 will never juſtifie it. 
But this I will- poſitively ſay, having ob- 


- ſerved it all narrowly, that he-mulſt baye 


the brow of a Fe/uzte, that can caſt this 
wholly on the Church of England, and free 
the Conre of it. The beginnings and the . 
progreſs of -it came from the Courr, ard 
from -the' Popiſb party : and tho perhaps 
every ' one does not know all the ſecrets of 
this matter, that others may have found 
out, yet no man was fo ignorant asnot. to 
ſee what was the chief (pring of all thoſe 
Irregular motions that ſome of us made ar 
that rime: ſo upon the whole matter, -all 
thar can:be made out of this, is, that the 
paiſions andinfirmities of ſome ofthe Churdh 
of England, being unhappily ſtirred up by 
the D:iſJencers, they were fatally conducted 
by the Poprſh party, to be the Inſtruments 
in doing a great dcal of miichief. 

IX. It is not to be doubted, but though 
ſome weaker men of the Clergymay per- 
haps fti1] retain their little peevith animofi- 
ties againit the Diſſenters, yet the wiſer 
and more ſectous heads of that great and 
Worthy Body, fee now their Error: they ſee 
B who 


who drove them on in- it, till they hoped 
. to have ruined them by it... And as they 
have appeared againft Popery, With az great 
a ſtrength of Learing, annd of firm ſteadi- 
neſs as perhaps can be met ,with in 3ll 
Church-hiftory, ſo it cannot be doubred, 
but their reflections on tke- dangers into 
which our Divifions have thrown. us, have 
given them truer Notions with. relatian to 
a rigorous Conformity : and-that the juft 
Deteftation which. they.. have. exprefled 
of the Corruprionsof the.Church of Rome 
has led them to conſider: and abhor one of 
. the worſt things in ir, .I mean their Severity 
tewards Hereticks. And. the ill iſe. that 
they ſee the Coure has made of their Zeal 
for ſupporting the. Crown, .to jultifie the 
ſubverſion of: our Government that is now 


ſet on from ſomeof their large and unwary - 


expreſſions, will certainly make them here- 
after more cautious.in medling with Pols- 
eicks: the B; have . undor their hands 
- both diſowned that wide extent of . the 
Prerogative.to the overturning of the Law, 


and declared their diſpoſition to come to - 


a Te in the matters of Conformuty ; and 
there ſcems to be no doubt left of the fin- 
cerity of their Intentions in that matter. 
Their Piety and-Vertue, and the proſpect 
that they now have of (uffcring themſelves, 
put us beyond all doubt as to their ſincerity, 
\ and if ever God in his Providencebrings 


us agam into a fſetled State, out of the. 
form into which our paſſions and folly, as. 


well as the Treachery of others has 
brought us, it cannot be. imagined, thet 


the Biſhops will go off. from thoſe moderate, 


Reſolutions, which: they have now decla- 


red ; and: they continuing firm to rhem,- 


' .the weak and indiſcreet patltons of any-of 
the inferiour Clergy, muſt needs vaniſh, 
when they are under the conduct of wiſe 
* and worthy Leaders. And I will boldly 
fay this, that if the Church of England, after 
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ſuch PunB#ilis's: and THOS E *m abou 


our Deliverance i; wrapt wp, underitand this 

marter too well, and judge too right of it, 

toimagin that ever they will be Prieſtriddeu 

in this point:... So that all coniiderations 

concur to make ns. conclude, that thete is 
.no. danger of our ſplittinz a ſecond time 
.. upon, the ame- Rock; and indeed, it any 
. Argument wee wanting, to compleat.the 
- certainty-,of -this point, tha Wile and Ge- 
-nerous:-behaviour of the: main body. of the 
: Diſſenters, in. this preſent Juncture, has 
- given them ſo juſta Title-to our Friendſhip, 
that we mult reſolve to ſet all the World 

againſt us, if we can ever forget it ; and.if 
- we do not make them all the returns of 
; Eaſe and, Fayogr, when it is in our power 
.to do it-- ' 

X. It is to be hoped, that when this. is 
laid together, it will have that effect on all 
Sober and True Proteſtants, as ta make 
. them forget-thelitcle angry Heats that have 
. been among us, and even to forget the 
- Injuries. that have been done us : all that 

we do now. oneagainſt another, is to ſhar- 
ten the work of our Ehemies, by deſtroy- 
ing one another, which maſt in Concluſion 
turn to all our Rx, It is a madmans Re- 
venge todeliroy our Friends that we may 
do a pleaſure to our Enemies, upon their 
giving us ſome good words ;. and if the 
Dsſſencers .can truſt' to Papiſts, after the 
ulage that the Church of England has met 
with at their hands, all the comfort that 
they. can promiſe themſelves, when Popery 
begins to aCt its natural part among us, and 
to ſet Smithfield again in a Fire, is that 


» Which befel ſome Quakers at Rome, who 
were frjt put into.the Inquiſition, bur were 


afterwards removed to Bed{am: fo tho thoſe 
falſe Brethren. among the Dsſſenters, who 
de-cive them at preſent, are certainly no 
Changlings, but know vvell vyhat they are 
doing ; yet thoſe vyvho can. be chated by 


ſhe has gor out of this Storm, will return. them, may vycll claim the priviledge of a 
to hearken co the peeviſhne(s of ſome ſour 
-. men, ſhe will be abandoned both of Gd 
and man, and will fet both Heaven and 

Earth againit her The Hation (ces roo 
* Viſibly, how dear the Diſpute abour Con- 
Formity has cot us, to {tand any more upon 


Bed'/am, vvhen their Folly has left them no 
other reticat. 

X]. I vvill not digreſs too far from my 
preſent purpoſe ; nor enter into a diſcuiiton 
of the Diſpenſing power, vvhich vvas ſo cfie- 
Ctually overthrown the other day at the 

Kenge- 


Ll 


- 


10n 


the 
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Kings-Bench-Bar, that Iam ſure all the Au- 


thority of the Bexcb it (elf is no more able /; 


to Support it: yet ſome late Papers in fa- 
vour of it, give me occaſion to add a lit- 
tle relating to that point. It is irae, the 
Aﬀertor of the Di/pexſing pewer, who has 
lately appeared &:th allowance, pretends, 
that it can only be applyed to'the Teſt 
for publick Employments: for he owns, 
that, the-Teft for both Houſes. of Parliament 
is-left catire, as not within the compaſs of 
this extent of the Pcerogative: but ano- 
ther Writer, whom by his ſenſe we muſt 
conclude an Iriſh may, by his brow a Te- 
ſar, and by the barewelgtation in the Ti- 
tle. page, of James Stewarts letter, a Qua- 
ker, goes a itrain higher, and thinks the 
King is ſo abſolutely-rhe Soveraign as to the 
Legillative-part of our Government, that 
he may diſſolve even the Parliament Teft.: 
ſo .nimbly_has he leapt from being a Secre- 
tary 10 4 Rebellion, to be an Advecate for Ty- 
ramy. He fancies, that becauſe no Parlia- 
ment can bind up another, therefore they 
cannot limit the Pre/1mmaries to a (nbſe- 
quent, Parliament, Bur upon what is it 
then, that Counties have but two Knights, 


and Burroughs. as. many: that men below 


ſuch a value have no Vote, that Sheriffs 


only receive Writs and rerurn Elections, 
beſid 


es many more neceſſary requilites to 
the making a legal Parliament. In ſhort, 
if Laws do not regulate the Election and 
Conſtitution of a Partiament,al!l theſe things 
may be overthrown, and the. Kzng . may 
caſt the whole Government in anew Mould, 
as well asdifſolve the obligation that is on 
the Members of Parliament for taking the 


"Teſt, It is true, that as ſoon as a Parlia- 


ment is legally met and' conlitituted, it is 
tyed by no Laws, fo far as not to repeal 
them : bat rhe Pre/immaries to a Parlia- 
ment are {till ſacred, as long as the Law 
ſands rhat ſerled them : for the Members 
are fti!l in the qualiry of ordinary Subjects, 
and not entred upoy theis ſhare in the Le- 
giſlative power, till they are conſtituted in. 
a Parliament Legally choſen and Lawfally 
aſſembled, that is, having obſerved all the 
Requifites of the Law. ButI leave that im- 
pudent Leeter to return to the moſt Apo- 


logy that has been yet writ for the Diſpev- 
ing power. It yields that the King cannot 
abrogate Laws, and pretends only that he 
can diſpenſe with them: and rhe diftincti- 
onit puts between abrogation and. Di/penja- 
t:0n, is, that the one 1s a total repeal of 
the Law, and that the other is only a flack- 
ning of its obligatory force, with Relation 
to a particular man or to any body of men ; 
ſo that according to him, a fimple Abro- 

50n; Ora total Repeal, is beyond the com- 
cr of the ae Ay 6 deiire then 
that this Doctrine may be applyed to the 
following words of the Declaration ; from 
which the Reader may infer whether theſe 
do import a Simple yy gn or nol, and 
by conſequence, if the Declaration is nor 
illegal ; FF: do bercby further Declare, That 
it-is our Royal will and pleaſure that the 
Oaths commonly called the Oaths of Supre= 
macy and All:geance,and aiſo the ſeveral Tefts 
and Declarations---- ſhall not at any time 
hereafter, be required to be taken, Declared, 
or ſubſcribed by any perſon or perſqns what- 
ſoever, whos or ſhall be Implozed in ary Of- 
fice or Place of Truſt; either Civsl or Milttary, - 
under 1s or in our Government, This is plain 
Engliſh, and needs no Commentary. That 
paper offers likewiſe an Expedient for ſe- 
curing Liberty of Conſcience, by which ir 
will be (et beyond even the Dz/penſing pow- 


er; and that is, that by Act of Parliament 


all Perſecution may be declared to be a 
thing evil112 it ſelf, and then the Preroga- 
tive cannob reach it; But unle(s this Au- 
thor fancies, that a Parliament is that which 
thoſe of the Church of Rome believe a 
General Council to be, I mcan Tvfallble, I 
do not fee that ſuch an Act would cgnify 
any thing at all. An Ac&t of Parliament 
cannot change the nature of things which 
are ſuilen, and will not alter, becauſe a 
hard wor:! is clapt on them in an Act of 
Parliament ; nor can that make tha-which 
1s not ev of it ſelf become evil of ze ſelf : 
oy can ws Act of Parliament make the 
Clipping of Money, or the not Burying «x 
WEleS ena ef it ſelf? Such an At x fo 
indeed 1 of it ſelf, and would fink with 
its own Weight, even without the burden 
of the Prerogative to preſs it down; and yer 

B 2 upon 
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u fuch a ſandy foundation would rheſe 
x wy have ns build all our Hopes and our 
Securities. Another topick like this, is, 
that we ought to traſt to the truth of our 
Religion, and the providence and prote- 
Ction'of God, and not to lean ſo much to 
Law: and Tefts: All this were very perti- 
nent, if God had not Already given us hu- 
manr Aſſurances again(t rhe Kage of our 
Enemies, which we are now defired to a- 
bandon, that ſo we may fall an eafie and 
cheap” Sacrifice to thoſe who wait for rhe 
favourable moment to deſtroy us : by the 
fame reafon they may perſwade ns to take 
off all our Doers, of at leaft all onr Locks and 
Bolts, and to fleep in this expoſed conditi- 
on, truſting to Gods Prore#:ion: The (imily 
may appeara little too high, thoir is really 
ſhort of the matter z for we had better 
traſt ouc ſelves to all the Thieves and Rob. 
bers of the town, who wou!d be perhaps 
contented with a part of our Goods, than 
to thoſe whoſe defigns are equally againſt 
both | Soul and Body, an all that is dear 
to us.- - 


. "MI. 1 will only add another Reflexion 
upon the renewing of rhe Declaration this 
year, which* has occationed the preſent 
ttorm upon the Clergy. It is repeated te i 
that io we may tee inat the King continnes 
rm co the Promites he made 1-{t year, 


Z 


Yet when Men of Honour have once given." 
their word, they take it ill if any do_not 
truſt to that, but muſtneeds have it repea- 
fed to them: in the ordimary commerce of : 
the world, the repeating of promiſes ovet 2 
and over again, is !ather a ground ot Syſpj. * 
tion than of Confidence, andif wr» judge of /? 
the accompliihment of all tie other parts 
of the Declaration, from that ore, which 
relates ro {he maintaining of the Church * 
of Engtand, as by Law eftabliſhed, the pro« * 
ceedings again!t the Felle:vs of Magdalen * 
Colledge,gives usno reaſon to canclude, that 4 
this wiil be like the Laws of the Medes and 
Perſians, which alter not ; all the talk of 
the New M7:4 Charta cannot lay us aſleep, 
when we ſee fo liztle regard had to the Ol : 
one. As for the ſecurity which is offered | 
us in this repeating of the  K:mps promiſes, 1 
we mutt crareleaveto remember, that a i 
Kin of France, even after he had reſolved 
to Greak the Editt of Nantes, yet repeated 
in above an hundred Eds, that were real * 
and viſible violations of that Edi, a clauſe: 
confirmatory 'of the Ed: of Nantes, de... 
claring that he wonld never Vzolare it : ahd 
in that we may ſee what account is to be 
had of all proves made to Herericks, int} 
matters of Religion, by any Prince of the: 
Roman Communrion;but inore parriculark 
by a Prince who has put'theconduct of kis? 
Con/ciimmce in the hands of a Jeſwite. 
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